
              
 

 

Buffalo Trace Changes the Name of Root Beer in Honor of  

Renowned Tour Guide Freddie Johnson 

 
Freddie’s Old Fashioned Root Beer now available at Buffalo Trace Distillery  

 

FRANKFORT, FRANKLIN COUNTY, KY (April 26 2019) – The root beer sold at Buffalo 

Trace Distillery is getting a new name. The Distillery is re-branding its Dr. McGillicuddy’s Root 

Beer in honor of its famed tour guide Freddie Johnson. 

 Freddie’s Old Fashioned Root Beer will be the exact same root beer it has always been and 

the price will remain unchanged. What is new is the name and label, which depicts Freddie’s image 

and his well-known catchphrases, like “Isn’t that neat?” and “What’s up daddy-o?” The six bottle 

carrier depicts scenes of the Distillery and Freddie fishing along the banks of the Kentucky River. 

The new orange bottle cap features Freddie’s signature thumbs-up. 

Freddie, whose father and grandfather both worked at the Distillery before him, has worked 

as a tour guide at Buffalo Trace for 17 years and is well known for delighting guests with his fun 

personality and fabulous story telling.  

The Distillery decided to make this branding change to celebrate Freddie and the Johnson 

family ties to Buffalo Trace. The Dr. McGillicuddy brand has no historical connection to the 

Distillery, but Freddie Johnson has three generations of history at Buffalo Trace Distillery.  Freddie 

was recently inducted into the Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame and his “bubbly” personality is a 

natural fit for this old fashioned root beer. 

The root beer continues to be made with the same natural herbs, real oil of birch and 

imported vanilla. Guests of all ages can sample the root beer at the end of each complimentary 

Distillery tour in Frankfort. For adults, it mixes great with Buffalo Trace Bourbon Cream to make 

a fabulous root beer float.  

 The first cases of the newly branded root beer arrived in the Gift Shop this week. The root 

beer will maintain its price of $1.25 per bottle and is now available for purchase in the Buffalo 

Trace Distillery Gift Shop. Bottles can also be ordered online at http://buffalotracegiftshop.com. 

Contact:  Kristie Wooldridge 

PR Associate Manager 

kwooldridge@buffalotrace.com 

502-583-5652 

www.buffalotracemediakit.com 

http://buffalotracegiftshop.com/


About Buffalo Trace Distillery 

Buffalo Trace Distillery is an American family-owned company based in Frankfort, 

Franklin County, Kentucky. The Distillery's rich tradition dates back to 1773 and includes 

such legends as E.H. Taylor, Jr., George T. Stagg, Albert B. Blanton, Orville Schupp, and 

Elmer T. Lee.  Buffalo Trace Distillery is a fully operational Distillery producing bourbon, 

rye and vodka on site and is a National Historic Landmark as well as is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. The Distillery has won 21 distillery titles since 2000 from such 

notable publications as Whisky Magazine, Whisky Advocate Magazine and Wine Enthusiast 

Magazine. Its Col. E. H. Taylor, Jr. Four Grain Bourbon was named World Whiskey of the 

Year by “Jim Murray’s Whiskey Bible 2018.”  Buffalo Trace Distillery has also garnered 

more than 500 awards for its wide range of premium whiskies. To learn more about Buffalo 

Trace Distillery visit www.buffalotracedistillery.com.  To download images from Buffalo 

Trace Distillery visit http://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/media 
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