
 

 

 

  

BUFFALO TRACE DISTILLERY TO PARTNER WITH  

KENTUCKY RIVER TOURS 

River tour boat to be named by Buffalo Trace employees and social media followers 
 

FRANKFORT, FRANKLIN COUNTY, KY (May 1, 2018) – Buffalo Trace Distillery, 

nestled adjacent to the Kentucky River, is partnering with Kentucky River Tours to begin offering 

tours this summer with rarely seen views of this iconic Distillery. Kentucky River Tour is a newly 

founded business based in Frankfort, started by the owners of Canoe Kentucky, Nathan and Allison 

Depenbrock, and Clayton Embly, of Lexington Kentucky. Tours will start in the Buffalo Trace 

Distillery Gift Shop, and will then shuttle to Buffalo Trace’s on-site boat dock where guests will 

embark, and later return from, the river tour. 

This unique partnership will be one-of-a-kind, as currently no other bourbon distillery 

offers a boat tour. 

Following a brief safety talk, the 45-minute tour of the Kentucky River’s Pool 3 will focus 

on the history of the river and its impacts on the bourbon industry as a whole. Guests will see the 

river-side of the Distillery, Lock and Dam #4, Steamboat Bend and enjoy all the sights and sounds 

of the Kentucky River. 

The boat, which is currently without a name, won’t be nameless for long. The employees 

at Buffalo Trace Distillery are currently submitting names for the tour boat. Once the name 

submissions have been collected, four of the best contenders will be put to a vote on the Canoe 

Kentucky Facebook page for the public to decide. The Buffalo Trace employee whose name 

submission is selected as the winner on Facebook will have the honor of christening the boat upon 

its launch and official ribbon-cutting this summer and will be a guest on the very first tour.  

Contact:  Kristie Wooldridge 

Public Relations Associate 

 Manager, Communications 

Buffalo Trace Distillery  

kwooldridge@buffalotrace.com 

502-783-5652 

https://www.facebook.com/canoeky/
https://www.facebook.com/canoeky/


The vessel in which tours will travel is a USCG inspected 28-foot Carolina Skiff, set up as 

an 18-passenger tour boat. The boat’s open design is complete with a ¾ roof and open-view railing 

which will allow for a great view of the river. 

Kentucky River Tours expects to launch its first boat by early summer following the 

official ribbon-cutting and christening, and plans to operate Tuesdays through Sundays, weather 

permitting, through December. All reservations and tour bookings for the river tour are being 

handled directly by Kentucky River Tours. Reservations for the river tour will be highly 

encouraged, and can be made through the new Kentucky River Tours website, 

www.kyrivertours.com. Private tours and bookings will also be available, and can be arranged 

through Kentucky River Tours. 

Tickets for the River Tour can be purchased from Kentucky River Tours for $14 per person. 

A portion of each ticket sale will be donated to Woods and Waters, a local non-profit dedicated to 

protecting and preserving the lower Kentucky River watershed. 

For more information visit www.kyrivertours.com and stay tuned to the Canoe Kentucky 

and Buffalo Trace Distillery Facebook pages to help select the name of the boat. 

 

About Buffalo Trace Distillery 

Buffalo Trace Distillery is an American family-owned company based in Frankfort, 

Franklin County, Kentucky. The Distillery's rich tradition dates back to 1773 and includes 

such legends as E.H. Taylor, Jr., George T. Stagg, Albert B. Blanton, Orville Schupp, and 

Elmer T. Lee.  Buffalo Trace Distillery is a fully operational Distillery producing bourbon, 

rye and vodka on site and is a National Historic Landmark as well as is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. The Distillery has won 21 distillery titles since 2000 from such 

notable publications as Whisky Magazine, Whisky Advocate Magazine and Wine Enthusiast 

Magazine. Its Col. E. H. Taylor, Jr. Four Grain Bourbon was named World Whiskey of the 

Year by Jim Murray’s Whiskey Bible 2018.  Buffalo Trace Distillery has also garnered more 

than 500 awards for its wide range of premium whiskies. To learn more about Buffalo Trace 

Distillery visit www.buffalotracedistillery.com.  To download images from Buffalo Trace 

Distillery visit http://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/media 
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