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BUFFALO TRACE DISTILLERY RELEASES FOURTH
INSTALLMENT IN OLD CHARTER OAK SERIES, CHINKAPIN OAK

New Addition will Continue the Exploration of the Role Oak Plays
in Making Great Whiskey

FRANKFORT, FRANKLIN COUNTY, KY (April 2, 2020) — Buffalo Trace
Distillery continues its exploration into oak tree varietals with the release of its Old Charter Oak
Chinkapin Oak. This species of oak is native to the Midwest United States. These large
Chinkapin Oak trees are often found in parks and on large estates.

The Chinkapin Oak joins the three previous releases in the Old Charter Oak series, a
collection exploring the different taste profiles of barrels obtained from trees grown in different
countries, climates and soil. The Old Charter Oak collection explores, honors, and celebrates
the role of oak in making great whiskey. The oak trees used for this brand vary by country of
origin, or species, or U.S. state. Some barrels are even made from century old trees that grew
for 100, 200 and 300 years.

For the newest release, Buffalo Trace obtained a small number of barrels with staves air
dried for 24 months before assembling into barrels. Most barrel staves air dry for three to six
months, but the additional time spent air drying eventually allows the whiskey to extract more
rich and complex flavors deep within the oak. “The extra seasoning of the wood allows it to
break down and we then capture the flavors when the barrel is charred. The extra time
caramelizes wood sugar and reduces some of the tannic flavor,” said Master Distiller Harlen
Wheatley. Buffalo Trace traditionally burns the inside of their barrels for 55 seconds, known as
a number four char. For an additional twist, these Chinkapin Oak barrels were charred slightly
less. A number three char was used, charring just enough at 35 seconds to caramelize the wood

sugars and unlock the flavor in the oak.



After the Chinkapin barrels were filled with Buffalo Trace Mash #1, they were then
aged for nine years before being bottled at 93 proof.
Tasting notes describe this bourbon as having a nose of cherries and spearmint with
hints of floral. On the palate, fresh herbs and honey abound, before a finish of warm baking
spices, followed by dark chocolate.

This is the fourth release in the Old Charter Oak Collection and the first in the species

series. The other releases were Mongolian Oak, French Oak, and Canadian Oak. Subsequent
releases are planned a few times each year, indefinitely.

By federal standards, bourbon is required to be aged in a new, charred oak container.
While there is no specification these containers must be American white oak barrels, nearly all
bourbons made today are aged in white oak barrels.

The Old Charter brand dates back to 1874 and it has changed owners a few times, until
it was purchased by Buffalo Trace Distillery in 1999. The existing Old Charter Bourbon is still
produced by parent company Sazerac and there are no plans to discontinue it. The Old Charter
Oak series is an upscale brand extension, much like Buffalo Trace has done with its E. H.
Taylor, Jr, line.

The suggested retail pricing for the Chinkapin Oak is $69.99. Like the other releases in
this series, supplies will be limited. Packaging for the Chinkapin Oak will remain consistent
with the other releases, with an upscale look consisting of a glass bottle with a cork finish. Each
bottle has an oak medallion on the front depicting the Charter Oak tree. This Chinkapin Oak

bourbon will be available in limited quantities starting in April.

About Buffalo Trace Distillery

Buffalo Trace Distillery is an American family-owned company based in Frankfort,
Franklin County, Kentucky. The Distillery's rich tradition dates back to 1773 and includes
such legends as E.H. Taylor, Jr., George T. Stagg, Albert B. Blanton, Orville Schupp, and
Elmer T. Lee. Buffalo Trace Distillery is a fully operational Distillery producing bourbon,
rye and vodka on site and is a National Historic Landmark listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. The Distillery has won 35 distillery titles since 2000 from such notable
publications as Whisky Magazine, Whisky Advocate Magazine and Wine Enthusiast
Magazine. Its Col. E. H. Taylor, Jr. Four Grain Bourbon was named World Whiskey of the


https://www.oldcharteroak.com/
https://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/brands/eh-taylor
https://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/brands/eh-taylor

Year by Jim Murray’s Whiskey Bible 2018. Buffalo Trace Distillery has also garnered
more than 1,000 awards for its wide range of premium whiskies. To learn more about

Buffalo Trace Distillery visit www.buffalotracedistillery.com. To download images from

Buffalo Trace Distillery visit http://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/media
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